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Master of Theology: Research Programme
The nature of a thesis-based degree
Traditionally, South Africa’s educational system was based on the European model, in which the Master’s degree is traditionally a research degree, that is, the degree is awarded on the basis of a protracted, substantial research project. The influence of the American system has seen the rise of many structured Master’s programmes in South African, but the thesis-only style of Master’s remains the most common approach.

For candidates attempting a thesis-based degree for the first time, it is crucial to understand what this is and what it is not. A thesis degree is a mentored learning experience in which the candidate, under the guidance of an experienced supervisor, acquires advanced research skills in a field of specialisation. There are two common misconceptions you need to understand up front.
· A thesis is not a book! Writing a thesis is an exercise in rigorous academic research. It is not a platform for getting a degree in exchange for putting your personal convictions and hobby-horses on paper. In a book, you can state opinions and unsubstantiated generalisations; in a thesis, every claim must be supported by sound interpretation of relevant data. In a book, you can cover a broad range of topics; by definition a thesis is a sustained, in-depth analysis of a narrow, focused topic or problem. If you think writing a thesis is a simple matter of reading a few books and then writing 150 pages about things that interest you, you are in for a painful awakening.

· The student is not the expert. A research degree is a sustained, directed learning experience. If you enrol for a thesis-based degree, your attitude needs to be, ‘I am here to learn.’ Candidates who have already completed advanced studies, perhaps in a cognate discipline, often demonstrate an attitude that says, ‘I have written a thesis before. I know what I am doing.’ Such students tend to argue with their supervisors and take offence when the Seminary’s postgraduate committee requires adjustments to their research proposal. If this is your attitude, you are wasting your time doing this degree.
Entrance requirements

The minimum entrance requirement for the Master of Theology is an accredited BTh Honours, four-year BTh, or equivalent. Experience shows that students find the thesis-only model of MTh more difficulty than they find structured programmes. Consequently, only applicants who excelled in their undergraduate studies or who have previously demonstrated the ability to do independent research are admitted to the MTh thesis programme. The admissions committee evaluates each applicant’s prior learning before confirming acceptance to the thesis programme.

Structure of the programme

The MTh is worth 180 credits
 (= 48 US semester hours). The entire 180 credits are earned by way of a single thesis of 40,000-50,000 words (approximately 150 typed pages, 1.5 line spacing, 12-point font). The programme has two phases, namely, the proposal phase and the research phase.

1. The Proposal Phase. In consultation with the Seminary, the candidate is required to prepare a research proposal in a chosen field of specialisation. The proposal needs to demonstrate that the candidate has done a significant amount of preliminary reading in the chosen field, has identified a suitable research problem, and has a thorough understanding of the research methods applicable to chosen topic and field of study. The research proposal must be approved by the Seminary’s Postgraduate Committee before the student is permitted to proceed with the research.

2. The Research Phase. After the research proposal is approved, the candidate works on his/her thesis under the guidance of a supervisor who specialises in the chosen field. The candidate writes the thesis one chapter at a time, submitting each completed chapter to the supervisor for evaluation. When the supervisor approves the chapter, typically after requiring corrections, the candidate may continue with the next chapter. When all the chapters are completed, the finished thesis may be submitted to the Seminary for internal and external examination.
Master’s students are not required to make an original contribution to their field of specialisation. They are required to do independent research within a field of specialisation in which they demonstrate mastery of the existing literature in the field, and the appropriate resources and research methods. They must demonstrate the ability to think critically, organise clearly, and write convincingly.

Objectives of the programme

The vision of the South African Theological Seminary is to restore truth to the church. The twin focal points are truth and church. The overarching objective of the MTh thesis programme is to help develop Christian leaders and teachers who are empowered to lead the church into a correct understanding and application of the truth of God’s Word. 
Biblical and practical are the two focal points of Master’s theses at the South African Theological Seminary. We expect every thesis to have a strong Biblical component, demonstrating a sound evaluation of the light God’s Word sheds on the chosen topic. We also like every thesis to have a strong practical orientation, exploring the significance of the research for the church and/or wider faith community. The required balance between the Biblical and practical components will depend on the nature and the field of the study.
The programme outcomes are: 

· Engage in analytical, critical, independent and creative theological thinking and write a thesis which reflects your ability to do research independently.
· Communicate effectively within a specific discipline or field of study and summarise the results of existing research. 
· Reveal sensitivity and openness to the personal, social, cultural and religious identities of others.
· Design and undertake a research project to develop contextual theological responses to real-life situations as appropriate to a particular field of study. 
· Play an ethical and constructive role in a faith community and/or in the community at large. 
· Use theological sources and related sources from other disciplines skilfully in your research, to explore faith, spiritual and ethical questions and to address problems encountered in communities. 
· Communicate theological insights regarding your field of specialisation effectively in a faith community and to a scholarly audience. 
· Relate your research to developments in the worldwide Christian movement and in relation to global political, economic, religious and social forces.
Programme Costs

Please see the pricing guide on the website.

Enrolment Procedure

Entrance requirements

The entrance requirement to enrol for the Master of Theology is a relevant, accredited four-year Bachelor’s or Honours degree. Bachelor’s degrees with majors in fields such as Biblical studies, theology or ministry are suitable. If you are unsure whether your degree is suitable, please contact the Seminary for a quick, free, no-obligations evaluation.

Application Procedure

Candidates are required to submit a completed application form together with certified copies of their ID, certificates and transcripts. The seminary offers a free, no obligation evaluation of your transcripts, which can either be faxed to us at +27 11 234-4445 or scanned and sent as email attachments to postgraduate@sats.edu.za. We will initiate a response to your request within two days of receipt. To access our online application form, simply go to www.sats‌online.org, click on South African Theological Seminary and Become a Student, then click on Apply Online. Students can enrol at any time throughout the year as applications are kept on file for up to three years. We look forward to being of assistance to you.
�	In the South African system, 1 credit requires 10 hours of time on task. Therefore, the MTh is expected to require 1,800 hours of study (all inclusive).
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