	The ABC of Child Theology

	A SATS series  


	No 1:                                 A is for Alpha


	This series of short articles is designed to introduce the subject of Child Theology to pastors and church leaders to whom it is a completely new idea.

We begin at the very beginning.  Who or what is the subject and focus of Child Theology?  Many Christians who hear the two words for the first time immediately assume that it must be a child or children.  So whether or not they put it into words they are thinking that it is about some sort of “theology of the child”.  This would put it alongside say “urban theology”, or “liberation theology”: any approach that seeks to “apply” theology to a specific topic. 
One of those who attended a Child Theology consultation in Addis Ababa in 2006 got it right.  At the very end he summed up his main discovery with the words: “Jesus is the Alpha and Omega of Child Theology”.  He was thinking along exactly the correct lines.

So how can this be, and why is there a title that does not include the Alpha?
First, we need to see how and why Jesus placed a child in the midst of his disciples.  It was not just any time in his ministry, but as he was heading towards Jerusalem for the last time.  His disciples were discussing an important theological question: who is greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew Chapter 18, verses 1-14 is the key passage).  His response was to put a little child among them as a sign of the nature of the Kingdom, of how to enter, and as a representative of himself.  This passage has been a starting point for the Child Theology Movement, and so you can see how it is that Jesus is the source, the author of what we understand by Child Theology.
So why did we choose this title which does not mention Jesus?  We emphasize the fact that theology is talking about God: to God, with God, for God.  So when we place the word “child” alongside the word “theology” we do not intend to indicate that we are making a child the focus of the enterprise: God is the true and ultimate focus of all theology.  And by God, we mean God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
The child serves as a sign chosen by Jesus, the Son.  And this sign serves to illuminate the very nature of God, and His dealings with the world He created and loves so much.  It is through God in Christ that this is most fully and uniquely revealed.  So when Jesus Christ calls us to learn from the sign of the child, as His followers, we are left with no other option than to stoop to do so.
If the child were ever to be the focus of our theological enquiry, then there would be a risk of idolatry: we might be tempted to allow the child to obscure the very One whom the child is chosen to represent.  This does not mean that the child or children are unimportant or marginal in what we are seeking to do.  But rather that we see and relate to them best when they are received by us as offered to us by Jesus.
For further information on this you will find the CTM website [www.childtheology.org]    contains a range of material.  
The next article in this series will look at B for Bible; and after that C for Church.
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