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Course Introduction
The African continent has the most natural resources of all the world’s continents. It has vast mineral, precious metal and oil reserves, excellent agricultural potential, wonderful people, plenty of water and riverine systems and a wildlife biodiversity which has the potential to become a booming tourist industry.

In contrast to her potential, Africa is also the most poverty stricken, with extremely low standards of living, famines, high levels of undernourishment, shocking infant mortality rates, disease, wars, dependency, poor education, deforestation, corruption and high inflation as hallmarks of what the continent represents.

The Lord Jesus prayed that the Father’s Kingdom would come on earth as it is in heaven. His desire is that His children, who are called by His name, will not only have the free gift of eternal life, but walk in the promise of His abundant life. 

The question is, if so much of Africa has come to salvation, why do we still see so much of the curse rather than the promise of His blessing?

It is an integral part of this course to expose the myths of poverty and unmask the blindness that Satan has so deceptively put in place.
Poor subsistence farmers account for approximately 80 percent of the population of the continent, who are living undernourished and degraded lives. The current yields of these farmers are well below their family’s requirements, which, in turn necessitates the importation of millions of tons of grain every year. Year after year the perpetuation of the dependency cycle continues and the poor get poorer and poorer.

In the midst of these negative sentiments, it is encouraging to know that none of these are insurmountable. The Word is full of the promise of restoration and when we as God’s people will put into practise the conditions of His Word and exercise faithfulness and stewardship, we inherit those promises not only in spirit but in practise.

Farming God’s Way is a model of agriculture unlike I have ever seen even through my BSc (Hons) Agriculture and extensive travels, as it meets peasant farmers where they are at, whilst dealing astoundingly well with the negatives parameters facing African farmers. 

It consists of a suite of Biblical keys, management skills and agricultural techniques and has a proven track record since 1984, when it was modelled by Brian Oldreive of Zimbabwe on the farm Hinton Estate (3,500ha). The farm was run commercially utilizing these techniques, before it became a model for peasant farmers.
Farming God’s Way is implemented primarily through church, missional and non governmental organisation networks into the continent. We firmly believe that God’s people are both accountable and faithful to roll out this hope restoring model. Many success stories abound where farmers have adhered to standards and lives across the continent have been drastically improved with results of radically increased yields, provision, profitability and restoration of farmers self worth.
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2. Course outcomes
By the end of this course, you will be able to:

· Demonstrate heart-felt consideration for the poor.
· Demonstrate appreciation of ‘kingdom agriculture’ as a relevant transforma​tional message.
· Evaluate biblically the causes of the yoke of poverty in Africa.

· Demonstrate understanding of how the yoke of poverty can be broken through the application of biblical truth.
· Apply practical farming skills as God has revealed through his creation.
· Apply agricultural management principles that result in sustainable profitability.
· Share the principles learned as a message of hope to the hopeless.

3. Study materials

In addition to this study guide, the following are the required study materials for the course:

· Dryden, G. W. 2010. Farming God’s Way: Trainer’s Reference Guide. Port Elizabeth: Bountiful Grains Trust.
· Farming God’s Way: DVD Training Series. Port Elizabeth: Bountiful Grains Trust.

The Trainer’s Reference Guide (hereafter Dryden 2010) is included in your SATS study material. You can download it from the course page. The DVD Training Series needs to be purchased from SATS at a cost or R350.

4. Communications

If you need to contact the Seminary for assistance, these are our contact details:

Postal address:

South African Theological Seminary





P.O.Box 258





Rivonia





2128





South African

Telephone:


+27 11 234-4440

Fax:



+27 11 234-4445

Email:



study@sats.edu.za
5. Submission of assignments

Your grade for this course will be based on a portfolio of assignments. You must pass all the assignments in order to pass the course. If you do not pass an assignment at the first attempt, you will be allowed one additional week in which to resubmit it (from the time you receive the assessor’s feedback).

There are two ways you can submit your assignments: online using MySats or in print by post. You may not email your assignment to the seminary. Please read the instructions which apply to you closely.
5.1. Submit on MySats

The preferred way to submit your assignment is online, using the MySats (login on www.satsonline.org/satsecampus) platform. When you login on MySats, you will be able to view the due date for each assignment and you will be able to submit your assignments. The great advantage of submitting online is that you will receive your feedback much faster than if you post hard copies.
Each assignment must be set out as follows:

· Assignments must be typewritten.
· All pages are to be one-and-a-half line spacing, Arial size 12 font.

· Lay out the cover page according to the example in Figure 2, page 94 of Academic Writing and Theological Research.

· All page numbers are to appear at the foot of each page.

Every assignment you complete must include references to your sources (except for multiple-choice assignments). Guidelines for designing, referencing (citations and bibliography), and formatting your paper are laid out in the book Academic Writing and Theological Research by KG Smith (2008), which every SATS student is required to use.

5.2. Submit by post

If you are unable to submit your assignments online at MySats, you may post them to the seminary as hard copy submissions. You should complete all the assignments and send them to the seminary as a single submission (do not send each assignment separately).
Your portfolio must be set out as follows:

· Number each assignment clearly and correctly.
· Assignments must be typewritten.
· All pages are to be one-and-a-half line spacing, Arial size 12 font.

· Lay out the cover page according to the example in Figure 2, page 94 of Academic Writing and Theological Research.

· All page numbers are to appear at the foot of each page.

· Attach all the pages of the Assignment Pack to your submission. These include the subject marking form, assignment cover sheet, assignment declaration form, feedback questionnaire, and time log. If you take printed courses, the Assessment Pack is included with your course materials. If you download your courses, you can download the Assignment Pack from www.satsonline.org/satsecampus.

Every assignment you complete must include references to your sources (except for multiple-choice assignments). Guidelines for designing, referencing (citations and bibliography), and formatting your paper are laid out in the book Academic Writing and Theological Research by KG Smith (2008), which every SATS student is required to use.

You will notice that most of the assignments are assigned a certain length measured in words. As a guide, one typed page, laid out in size 12 font with 1.5 spacing, is equivalent to approximately 300 words.

6. Assignment assessment criteria

Each of your responses to the assignment you complete will be assessed in terms of the following:

6.1. Bible

· Is the perspective sound and comprehensive?
· Is there adequate evidence of Biblical referencing?
· Is the interpretation of the text in accordance with sound exegetical principles?
· Is the major contents based on Biblical evidence?
6.2. Content

· Is the reading material appropriate and adequate?

· Does it identify the central issues?

· Is there evidence of adequate research on topic?

· Does it analyse and assess source material critically?

· Is the logical argument clear and simple?
· Is their appropriate and sufficient interaction with other scholarly works?

6.3. Ministry application

· Does it demonstrate a link between theory and practice?
· Does it demonstrate an application of ministry issues to context?
· Does it show reflection and appropriateness to spiritual life and service?
6.4. Organisation, style, and format
· Is it properly formatted (e.g., title page, headings, numbering, margins, font, line spacing)?
· Is it well organised (e.g., length, balance of parts, introduction, conclusion, bridging between sections)?
· Does it include proper citations and bibliography (e.g., correct style, accuracy)?
· Is there effectiveness of expression and communication (e.g., style, language, clarity)?
· Is it well attended editorially (e.g., spelling and grammar)?
6.5. Accuracy

· Does the learner comply with the marker’s memorandum in accuracy and correctness of information?

· Were the questions answered correctly?

7. Examination

There is no examination for this course.
8. Passing criteria

Your final grade will be based on the sum of your assignments. Your result for the course will be classified as distinction, pass, or resubmit as follows:

· 80-100 percent:
Distinction

· 60-79 percent:
Pass

· 0-59 percent:

Resubmit

The maximum grade you may score for a resubmission is 60 percent. You will be allowed to resubmit an assignment twice (that is, a total of three attempts). If you do not pass after the third attempt, you will fail the assignment.
9. Course evaluation

It is important for the Seminary to know whether you enjoyed the course as well as how long you took to complete it. Therefore, keep a time log indicating exactly how much time you spent on the course, and complete the feedback questionnaire after you have done the course. Include your time log and the completed feedback questionnaire with your portfolio.
Unit 1: Overview

Outcomes
· Demonstrate heart-felt consideration for the poor.

· Demonstrate appreciation of ‘kingdom agriculture’ as a relevant transforma​tional message.
Materials

· Read Dryden 2010, chapters 1-6

· Watch Disc 1, section 101 ‘Overview’
Orientation
The African continent has the most natural resources of all the world’s continents. It has vast mineral, precious metal and oil reserves, excellent agricultural potential, wonderful people, plenty of water and riverine systems and a wildlife biodiversity which has the potential to become a booming tourist industry. 

In contrast to her potential, Africa is also the most poverty stricken, with extremely low standards of living, famines, high levels of undernourishment, shocking infant mortality rates, disease, wars, dependency, poor education, deforestation, corruption and high inflation as hallmarks of what the continent represents. 

Subsistence farmers account for approximately 85% of the African population, who are living undernourished and degraded lives. The current yields of these farmers are well below their family’s requirements which necessitates the importation of millions of tons of grain every year.
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Farming God’s Way is an amazing Godly solution to the food security and poverty crisis for the rural poor. Farming God’s Way is not just a technology but a well balanced biblical, management and technological solution for the agricultural domain, equipping the poor to come out of poverty with what God has put in their hands and revealing the fullness of His promised abundant life. Out of the transformation of the heart, through Jesus, comes the renewing of the mind in good management and then the practical outworking in the redemption of the farmland. Farming God’s Way has a proven track record of success since 1984, where Brian Oldreive first pioneered these practises on Hinton estate in Zimbabwe on a large scale commercial farm, eventually cropping 3,500 hectares. Since those early days, Farming God’s Way has spread into many countries, being used by churches, missionaries and NGO’s across the continent. To date in 2009 Farming God’s Way had been extended into Angola, Benin, DRC, Ethiopia, Kenya, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe and others to varying degrees within Africa, whilst also touching into Mexico, Nepal, British Gayana, USA, UK and others. 

Farming God’s Way is a free gift given to the wider body of Christ and is a non denominational, non organisational relational network of people who share a heartfelt consideration for the poor. The integrity, flow and strategy of Farming God’s Way is given by a voluntary senior stewardship team, who are well experienced trainers. The principle of stewardship rather than ownership has been kept to ensure the liberal expansion of this incredible tool to transform the lives of the poor. The Word of God says ‘My people perish because of a lack of knowledge.’ We must acknowledge the importance of teaching the poor faithfulness in the agricultural domain before the rest of the continent’s potential can be revealed.

Questions for reflection

As you work through the study materials, look for answers to these important questions.
1. Who is the target audience of this message of hope?

2. Who first practiced Farming God’s Way? What significant lessons did he learn through losing his first farm (after he stopped growing tobacco)? What did God reveal to him in the forest?
3. Why do you think Hinton could make a profit in its first year, even though Brian was only growing 2 hectares out of 1000 hectares using the Farming God’s Way technology?

4. What are the six key biblical principles that undergird Farming God’s Way?
5. What are the basic principles of the Farming God’s Way technology?

6. What are the three key management principles that undergird Farming God’s Way?

7. What is the theme Scripture for Farming God’s Way? Explain why it is the theme Scripture.

Unit 2: Biblical Keys

Outcomes
· Evaluate biblically the causes of the yoke of poverty in Africa.

· Demonstrate understanding of how the yoke of poverty can be broken through the application of biblical truth.
Materials

· Read Dryden 2010, chapter 7

· Watch Disc 1, section 200 ‘Biblical Keys’ (i.e. sections 201-206)

Questions for reflection

As you work through the study materials, look for answers to these important questions.
1. Is ancestral worship part of your culture? If so, have you engaged in any form of witchcraft or ancestral worship?

2. From the scripture references you have seen, do you think it is permissible to practice both Christianity and cultural forms of ancestral worship and witchcraft? Why or why not?
3. What role does fear play in preventing communities from giving up unbiblical religious beliefs and practices? How can this be overcome?

4. Dryden believes that ‘the people of Africa have enormous strongholds of witchcraft and ancestral worship.’ He believes that seeking false gods and failing to trust in God and God alone (through the Lord Jesus Christ) brings African farmers under a curse, but if they would trust in and seek the Lord Jesus Christ only, he would bless the work of their hands. Are you trusting in God alone, or do you practice witchcraft and consult ancestral spirits in addition to confessing faith in Jesus Christ? Do you need to repent of worshipping false God, and turn to Christ alone? If you do, do it now!
5. How is ‘walking in all of God’s ways’ linked to the technology of farming practise?
6. What point does Dryden make from Solomon’s temple? What does the ruination of the temple have to do with your life?

7. What does Dryden see as an analogy to Cain’s judgement in the modern world?

8. Do you believe that foreign food aid (handouts) have helped or harmed Africa in its need to overcome poverty? What does Dryden see at the solution to the problem of poverty? How has God provided African farmers with everything they need to overcome their poverty?
9. What four adjectives does Dryden use to explain how we should sow?

10. In Mozambique, Dryden encountered an audience who said, ‘We sow nothing because we have nothing.’ Discuss this response in the light of Hosea 4:6.

11. In Benin anthills are seen as a place where evil spirits dwell. How could this outlook hinder sowing by the poorest of the poor in the light of 2 Corinthians 4:4?
12. What are the keys to transforming Africa from a ‘begging bowl’ to a ‘bread basket’? What are the mindsets that keep Africa ‘begging’? How do these mindsets need to change in order to be more biblical?

13. Why should we give tithes and offerings to God (i.e. the biblical reason)? What will be the result of giving to God?

14. What does it mean to ‘stake your claim’? Discuss how you need to respond to the Lord in the area of staking your claim. Provide scriptural support for each of the actions you believe the Lord is calling you to take.
Unit 3: Technology
Outcome

· Apply practical farming skills as God has revealed through his creation.
Materials
In the course textbook, the chapters dealing with farming technology, chapters 8‑9 and 14-16, are separated by chapters 10‑12, which deal with management. Chapters 8‑9 present the critical aspects of the Farming God’s Way technology, while chapters 14‑16 provide a more specialised treatment of some special situations you may encounter. However, the farming principles in chapters 8‑9 will not work unless you use them in conjunction with the management principles in chapters 10‑12. Please bear this in mind as you work through the study materials for this unit.
· Read Dryden 2010, chapters 8-9 and 14-16
· Watch Disc 2, section 300 (i.e. sections 301-304)
Questions for reflection
As you work through the study materials, look for answers to these important questions.
301 Technology: sequence
1. What is a ‘Well-Watered Garden’? What is the purpose and value of preparing a Well-Watered Garden?

2. List five characteristics of a good Well-Watered Garden.

3. How did you go about selecting a site for your Well-Watered Garden? Based on the principles presented in Farming God’s Way, what about your site is (a) ideal and (b) less than ideal?
4. The purpose of planting a Well-Watered Garden is not to teach the poor how to plant Well-Watered Gardens. What is the purpose?
5. Describe the processes involved in clearing the land in preparation for the Well-Watered Garden. For the area where you live, when should you prepare the land? Given the resources at your disposal (explain your context), how much land will you be able to use to a high standard?

6. When digging a planting hole on sloped ground, where should you heap the soil? Why?

7. What are the recommended measurements for:
a. in-row spacing

b. row-interval

c. hole depth if using organic inputs

d. hole depth if using chemical fertiliser

e. hole width

f. hole length

8. What must you do to prepare the land when using ‘virgin ground’ for the first time?

9. Why should you plant in the same holes each year? List five reasons.

10. Why should a third of our fields be grown with a rotation crop? List three reasons.

11. What alternative is there What causes cobs to fill only partly with seeds instead of filling all the way to the tip of the cob? to using lime to correct acid soils?

12. How many seeds should be planted per planting station?

13. Why is it important to weed when the weeds are one inch tall, not when they are one foot tall?

14. What is post-harvest stalk lodging? How does it help to control stalk borer?
302 Technology: 20 Reasons

15. List the three major technology keys of Farming God’s Way.

16. What is the range of current estimates of erosion in Africa?

17. List three types of compaction that result from ploughing and having none of ‘God’s blanket’?

18. The experiment at the Cedara research station showed losing 90 per cent of the water applied, and 28.5 tons of soil lost in erosion. Explain why this is unfaithfulness.

19. How is God’s blanket effective in weed control? 

20. What is the significance of the soft, unploughed field soil clod not breaking down in the water glass for on farm benefit?

21. Why does ploughing result in soil colour change from dark to light? Can this be reversed? If it can, how?

22. A living soil is a healthy soil. How does Farming God’s Way encourage soil life?

23. Besides the obvious proven yield improvements, list three other ways that Farming God’s Way increases profitability.

Unit 4: Management

Outcome

· Apply agricultural management principles that result in sustainable profitability.

Materials

· Read Dryden 2010, chapters 10-12

· Watch section 400 ‘Management’ (i.e. sections 401-404)

Questions for reflection

As you work through the study materials, look for answers to these important questions.
1. What are the three management keys of Farming God’s Way?

2. List five things in God’s creation that show His character attribute of being ‘on time’.

3. If the national planting date is 27 December, what is the yield loss per hectare because of planting late?

4. What is a teren rope? How do you make one? How do you use it?

5. If you only have a little of God’s blanket what should you do?

6. Give an example of when Jesus displayed the attribute of minimal wastage.

7. How can Farming God’s Way help farmers to use the land they have and hereby prevent further deforestation?

8. Give 5 examples of wastage because of bad agricultural practise by farmers in your area.

9. If you lose 2.5 mm (30 tons) of topsoil a year per hectare, how many millimetres of topsoil will you have lost in 2 generations (i.e. 60 years)? What impact will this loss have?

Unit 5: Extension

Outcome

· Share the principles learned as a message of hope to the hopeless.
Materials

· Read Dryden 2010, chapters 13 and 17
· Watch Disc 3, section 500 (i.e. sections 501-504)

Questions for reflection
As you work through the study materials, look for answers to these important questions.
1. How long does it take to equip a community to practice Farming God’s Way? Why is it important to spend that much time?

2. What is ‘the man of peace’? What role does he (or she) play?

3. Farming God’s Way training must take place before the rains. Why is this important?

4. Giving inputs to communities is a noble cause yet it has some disturbing consequences. Discuss this in light of your own community experience.

5. Are input handouts necessary for communities to adopt Farming God’s Way? Explain your answer.
6. What prayer protection are you putting in place for your own extension of Farming God’s Way?
Assignments
Your grade for this course will be based on three assignments. Table 1 indicates how much each assignment contributes towards your final course grade.

· Assignment 1 consists of a series of short questions, testing your familiarity with the study materials provided. All the answers to the questions in Assignment 1 can be found in the Farming God’s Way Trainer’s Reference Guide (Dryden 2010) or in the Farming God’s Way DVD series.
· Assignment 2 consists of three real-life case studies. In each case study, the person attempting to farm God’s way makes some critical mistakes that adversely affect his crop. Based on your in-depth study of the Farming God’s Way materials, you must assess the errors each farmer made.
· Assignment 3 requires you to put the Farming God’s Way principles into practice by cultivating a 6 m by 6 m well-watered garden. You will need to document the entire project.
Table 1: Contribution of assignments to the course grade
	Assignment 1
	Content questions
	25 per cent

	Assignment 2
	Case studies
	25 per cent

	Assignment 3
	Practical application
	50 per cent


Assignment 1: Short questions
Based on the Farming God’s Way study materials, answer each of the following questions as briefly as you can. You do not need to include an introduction or conclusion to the assignment. Just write the number of the question, and answer it as directly as you can. Please be careful to number your answers correctly.
1. Jesus said, ‘I only do what I see My Father in heaven doing.’ Explain why this is an establishing value in Farming God’s Way.
2. What are the three spheres of influence of Farming God’s Way?
3. Why is it so imperative that the biblical teachings not be left out of an implementation of Farming God’s Way?
4. Why did Brian Oldreive decide to use hand hoes when he had machinery available?
5. After the initial success on the Hinton Estate Farm, teams went out to extend this message amongst the neighbouring poor communities. Why did these attempts fail?
6. In no more than 150 words, summarise the biblical principle that Dryden calls ‘Stake Your Claim’.
7. Briefly describe an example of the dependency syndrome that you have observed in your community. How could the principle of walking in God’s all-sufficiency change that situation?
8. What three organic inputs are freely available as part of God’s all-sufficiency?
9. Farmer ‘Joe’ implemented Farming God’s Way and in his first year did exceptionally well harvesting eight times more than he had ever done before. The next year he decided he had enough food to get through another year and decided not to sow at all. He left his field untended and it was a jungle of weeds at the start of year three. What mindset explains why Joe never planted? What are the consequences of Joe not sowing this year, and what will they be in year three?
10. Available inputs should determine the land area you prepare. Farmers need 156 fifty kilogram bags of manure per hectare when applying 350 ml per planting station. Therefore, if you only have 100 bags of manure, how many hectares should you prepare?
11. Explain the land preparations when planting in virgin ground for the first time.
12. Should row crops such as beans, soya, and sorghum be planted in planting stations? Why or why not?
13. Name two basal fertiliser types in your region. Why should basal fertilisers not be used as topdressings?
14. How many seeds should be planted per planting station?
15. Which crops should preferably NOT have God’s blanket directly over the seeds planted?

16. Why should you plan three seeds per planting station, and later thin it down to just two?

17. For maize, at what height should thinning be done?
18. What are the 3 major technology keys of Farming God’s Way?
19. Rain water is said to be the most limiting factor in the continent. How can we increase our rain water infiltration and preservation? Explain.
20. After five years, Dixon had a 30-bag yield in a drought where his neighbour got only 1.5 bags. What do you think allowed him this drought tolerance?
21. What are the three management keys of Farming God’s Way?
22. Define ‘sustainable profitability’. How does Farming God’s Way help to ensure both (a) sustainability and (b) profitability?
23. If you are living in Zimbabwe on a two-hectare family farm and, for many reasons, you can only plant on 27 December, what is your potential yield loss due to planting date? If the maize price is US$200 per ton, how much money would your farm business have lost?
24. What is a teren rope, and how can it help you to make a profit?

25. Why is it costly for a farmer to wait until weeds are one-foot tall?

26. With respect to God’s blanket, what constitutes ‘to high standards’ implies for you?
27. Give five examples of wastage because of bad agricultural practise by farmers in your area.

28. Why is it important to commit to five or six years of training in Farming God’s Way in communities?
29. What is the role of ‘the man of peace’?
30. From a community perspective, why is it important for training to take place before the rains?
Assignment 2: Case studies
The Farming God’s Way principles work when they are (a) applied as clearly laid out in the study materials and (b) implemented to high standards. If a farmer fails to adhere to crucial principles and standards of technology and management (e.g. weeding, timing, minimal wastage, and so on), he will not experience the full benefits of Farming God’s Way.
Below are three case studies of people who attempted to apply the Farming God’s Way method, with mixed results. Each case study is based on a real-life experience (but the names of the people and places involved have been concealed). In each of the case studies, the people involved violated some of the principles of Farming God’s Way, and their crop yields suffered as a result. Their errors include: (a) omissions: failing to perform certain tasks at all; (b) errors: performing certain tasks incorrectly; (c) standards: failing to perform certain tasks to the necessary standards of excellence. 
Scrutinise each case study in the light of the Farming God’s Way materials, and answer the questions based on it.
Case Study 1

A mission school decided to implement Farming God’s Way at their station over a two-hectare area. They diligently prepared their planting stations, spread their leftover crop residues over the whole area and placed 350 ml chicken manure in the holes. When the rains came, the staff members were too busy with visitors and other projects, finally planting on 8 December. They topdressed once at 40 cm tall with 2:3:2 on the down slope side of the plants. The total yield of seven tons was good by their standards, but only average by Farming God’s Way standards.
1. List at least five errors in techniques that caused an average yield by Farming God’s Way standards.

2. Calculate how many kilograms they lost simply due to planting date.

3. If the maize price was set at 250 US$ per ton, calculate the loss of income for the mission school.
4. What lesson can we learn from the ‘too busy to plant’ case study?
Case Study 2

A pastor who has been through several sessions of training in Farming God’s Way told of his struggle with implementing the step-by-step procedure. Investigations revealed the following timeline: 

In September, immediately after the training was completed, he went out and began preparing the 10 m x 10 m area. He planted at the end of September, and a few days later sprayed the whole garden with roundup to kill the weeds. When the plants were 30 cm tall, he gathered manure from the kraal and did his first fertilisation by broadcasting the manure. In February, his garden was about 1,5 m tall with weeds up to 50 cm tall throughout. The plants were pale green with a lot of purpling on the stems and leaves. The stand was uneven and the yield was very poor.

1. Identify at least five key points which caused this garden to fail.

2. Associate each of these key points to one or more of the management keys.
3. What is the significance of the relationship between yield and the management teachings?

4. What impact will this model garden have on the community adoption of Farming God’s Way?
Case Study 3

An organisation attempting to implement Farming God’s Way felt that the best way to get community adoption was through the provision of open pollinated variety seed and fertiliser to farmers on their program. This would give them a ‘hand up’ and let them get their feet on the ground so that they could do it on their own. The first step in the plan would be to wean them off the seed, then later off the fertiliser, and finally off all training and evaluations. However, after seven years of this model the farmers were still getting inputs and not sustainable.

1. Why do you think the farmers would not store the open pollinated variety seed for next season?

2. Why do you think the farmers would not collect manure or make compost instead of using fertiliser?

3. What is the name of the syndrome that handouts perpetuates?

4. Handouts conflicts with a key biblical principle; what is it?
5. Do you feel that handouts are beneficial to the poor in the long run? Justify your answer.

Assignment 3: Practical application
To pass this course, you must demonstrate the ability to apply the principles of Farming God’s Way by implementing a Well-Watered Garden. A Well-Watered Garden is a small 6 metre by 6 metre demonstration garden, showing on a small scale what should take place on a large scale in the field.
It is essential to implement your Well Watered Garden on time. Ensure that you are well prepared for the season by familiarising yourself with the calendar timings, taking note of the optimal planting date for your region (see Dryden 2010, chapter 10, section 10.1 and chapter 17, sections 17.4-5).
Using the principles taught in the Trainer’s Reference Guide and the DVD series, follow the Well Watered Garden step-by-step procedure. You need to document your practical assignment, and submit the following evidence to the seminary:
· Journal: keep a record of each activity you perform at your garden, indicating the date and what was done

· Photographs at each of the following stages of your Well Watered Garden implementation:

· planting stations on completion
· close up of a single planting station showing the inputs
· completed garden with God’s blanket in place
· crop at 30 cm after thinning and topdress
· student with his/her crop at maturity
· Experiences

· What mistakes did you make? Explain both (a) what you did and (b) what you should have done.

· What challenges did you encounter?
